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It is apparent from this passage that Mr. Kit-chin's want of sympathy 
with institutions which may be, as he naively says, " congenial to the 
temper of the French people," but not to his own, is profound. The 
bias appears at every turn ; as, for instance, in his account of Colbert, 
one of the most successful ministers of finance France ever had. " It 
was his," says Mr.' Kitchin, " quite against all more modern ideas of 
wise administration, to foster and subsidize production, literary or ar- 
tistic, commercial or agricultural." (p. 157.) He somewhat inconsist- 
ently says (p. 160), that Colbert "did little for agriculture, where 
sagacious laws and well-applied helps might have worked miracles" ; but, 
passing this by as immaterial, the idea of asking Colbert to be a politi- 
cal economist of the laissez-faire school is going rather far. Instead of 
testing his economic ideas by " modern ideas of wise administration," 
what Mr. Kitchin ought to have done was to test them by the ideas 
then prevalent, in which case he would have found that they were far 
more advanced than those commonly prevalent. This was Colbert's 
great claim to renown. Of course, the result of his efficient adminis- 
tration Mr. Kitchin does not conceal, but the temper in which he 
allows him credit for it is of the most grudging. 

To Henry IV. the writer devotes a large part of his second volume ; 
and here, too, he shows a strong inclination for the same sort of criticism. 
Is it not going rather far to say of such a man as Henry of Navarre 
that " it would almost seem as if his feelings were simply physical, 
and that neither memory nor fidelity nor shame entered into them 
at all'"! This severity and absence of sympathy and tendency to try 
everything by the standard of to-day are the defects of Mr. Kitchin's 
writing. His merits are so well known already that it is hardly neces- 
sary to point them out. We have dwelt at some length on his defects, 
because they point to a common difficulty in all foreign criticism of 
France. There is no people about which so many popular errors are 
afloat, whose history and whose national characteristics are so misunder- 
stood by foreigners. It is the business of the historian to divest him- 
self of these absolutely. Had Mr. Kitchin succeeded in doing this, his 
work would have been the best English history of France in existence. 



2. — Isis Unveiled : A Master-Key to the Mysteries of Ancient and Mod- 
ern Science and Theology. Vol. I., Science. Vol. II., Theology. By 
H. P. Blavatsky. New York : J. W. Bouton. 1877. 8vo. pp. 
xlv, 628; iv, 692. 

In her Preface to this Master-key Madame Blavatsky declares that 
her work is " the fruit of a somewhat intimate acquaintance with East- 
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era adepts,, and study of their science." In the pursuit of her studies 
she came into contact with certain men "endowed with such myste- 
rious powers and such profound knowledge that we may truly designate 
them as the sages of the Orient." These sages showed her that "by 
combining science with religion," the existence of God and the immor- 
tality of the soul " may be demonstrated like a problem of Euclid." 
These same sages were at the same time good enough to let her know 
that "the Oriental philosophy has room for no other faith than an ab- 
solute and immovable faith in the Omnipotence of man's own immortal 
self" ; also, that " this Omnipotence comes from the kinship of man's 
spirit with the Universal Soul, — God" ; and further, that " the latter can 
never be demonstrated but by the former." The author goes on to say 
that her work is a plea for the recognition of the Hermetic Philosophy, 
the anciently universal Wisdom Religion, as the only possible key to 
the absolute in science and theology." She expects the opposition 
of the following classes : " Christians," " Scientists," " Pseudo-Scientists," 
"broad Churchmen and Freethinkers," "men of letters and various 
authorities," and the " mercenaries and parasites of the press." It is 
difficult to make out from whom she expects support under these cir- 
cumstances ; and yet for two huge octavo volumes on such a subject as 
the "Hermetic Philosophy" a good deal of support is needed. 

We must decline altogether to criticise this monumental work. It 
is a farrago of information, good, bad, or indifferent, about everything 
relating to magic, mystery, witchcraft, religion, spiritualism, much of 
which would be, no doubt, valuable in a cyclopaedia, but is here of no 
use, so far as we can see, to any one. The conclusion at which the au- 
thor arrives at the end of her second volume is that " the worship of 
the Vedic pitris is fast becoming the worship of the spiritual portion of 
mankind." To this all we can say is, So much the better ; if the spirit- 
ual portion of mankind wish to worship the Vedic pitris, let them do it ; 
and if the Christians, or the scientists, or the parasites of the press, or 
any other of the enemies of the spiritually minded, try to interfere with 
their freedom of worship, we shall be the first to protest against the 
outrage. As yet, we believe, the Theosophical Society's elaborate Eleu- 
sinian mysteries have been conducted in the handsomest way, without 
any secrecy whatever, and it certainly is very much to the credit of its 
corresponding secretary that she has been willing to reveal the master- 
key to her new system in two volumes octavo, though we fear that the 
enormous tax on the neophyte's mind demanded by the perusal of them 
will, for some time at least, prevent the veil of Isis from being torn 
asunder, and the beauty of her religion being made thoroughly known 
to the world. 



